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Pre Reading Activity 
 
Directions: On the hand below write 5 details about your name. Use the following 
questions to generate details that tell about the significance or meaning of your name.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the personal significance of 
your given name? (first, middle, or last) Your Name 

 
_______________ 

 
_______________ 

 
_______________ 

What are your 
nicknames? 
 

What do your nicknames 
mean to you, your family, 
or your friends? 

Why did your parents give you 
your name? 

What is the meaning of 
your name? 

How do you feel about your name? 
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During Reading Activity 
 
Directions: In the vignette, My Name from The House on Mango Street, the main 
character, Esperanza, shares with the reader the significance of her name, how she 
feels about her name and how it relates to her self definition and identity. As you read 
the short vignette take notes about Esperanzaʼs name including details about how she 
feels and how it relates to her identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In English, Esperanza means? In 
Spanish it means? 

Who was Esperanza named after? 

What is the significance of 
her name to her family?  

Why did she want to inherit the name of 
her great-grandmother but no her place 
at the window? 

How was her name 
pronounced at school? How 
did she feel about it? 

How does she 
describe her name 
pronounced in 
Spanish? 

What new 
names does she 
want to baptize 
herself under? 
Why? 
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After Reading Activity 
 

Directions: After reading the vignette, My Name from The House on Mango Street, you 
will use your notes from the during reading activity to write a pyramid poem about 
Esperanza and the details she share with you about her name. Next, you will conduct a 
brief research assignment on your name to gather more information to write a pyramid 
poem about your name. Use the following guide to draft your poems. You can use the 
pre-reading hand organizer to gather more information about your name. 
  
Esperanzaʼs Pyramid Poem Use the following poem frame to draft your poem about Esperanza. 
 
 
Line 1: Name      _____________ 
 
Line 2: Two words to describe   ________________________ 
 
Line 3: Three words               ________________________________ 

 
Line 4: Four words                  _________________________________________ 
 
Line 5: Five words           ________________________________________________ 
 
Line 6: Six words       ____________________________________________________                               
 
 
 
Extension (optional) Add two more lines to your poem by adding one more word to each line 
 
 
Sample Name Pyramid Name Poem 
 

Aysem  
Irish, Turkish 

Born in Adana 
In my Anne´ʼs homeland 

Aysem is my Turkish name 
The one that is kept quiet 

Ratherʼd happy moon be first not second  
Thatʼs what Aysem means in English, missing identity 

Anne´, says at first sight I shimmered bright light 
But coming to America she wanted me to fit right 

Rose is the first and it has its story, too! 
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Your Name Pyramid Poem Use the following poem frame to draft your poem about your name. 
 
Line 1: Name      _____________ 
 
Line 2: Two words to describe   ________________________ 
 
Line 3: Three words               ________________________________ 

 
Line 4: Four words                  _________________________________________ 
 
Line 5: Five words           ________________________________________________ 
 
Line 6: Six words       ____________________________________________________                               
 
 
 
Extension (optional) Add two more lines to your poem by adding one more word to each line 
 

 
Sample Name Pyramid Name Poem 
 

Aysem  
Irish, Turkish 

Born in Adana 
In my Anneʼs homeland 

Aysem is my Turkish name 
The one that is kept quiet 

Ratherʼd happy moon be first not second  
Thatʼs what Aysem means in English, missing identity 

Anne, says at first sight I shimmered bright light 
But coming to America she wanted me to fit right 

Rose is the first and it has itʼs story, too! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


